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5 . X $8 L 
Repreſented in a Letter to a Friend. " 


SIR, $ 
AVING lately read George Fox's Journal, T% 
{end you the Obſervations 1 made concerning 
The Dangerous Impoſt ure of Quakeriſm : And that 1, 
which 1 am to acquaint you with upon this {| 

SubjeR, may be divided into what relates to its Real Aus 

thor and Dottrme, or to its pretended Original and Preef. 
I. The Real Author of this Impoſture was George Fox ; and | 

'tis worth our taking Notice 4 what his true Character 

was. He was, when he began to publiſh his Docrine, 4 

Young Man, who had had a Religious Education, and in t 

Nineteenth and Twentieth Years of his Age, was exe 

ciſed with ſtrong Temptations to De/pair, and was wii 

der great Troubles and Diſorders of Mind on that accooli&#1 | 
ſuch as could not be removed by thoſe Miniſters than 

bad recourſe unto. —_ , Þ 
Upon this, he betook himſelf to Retirement and Solib® 

tade, Night and Day , co much Faſting , Reſervedneſa,”? 4] 


and Melancholy, and eſtranging bimſclf from. wl | 


' 


if 
. 


- 
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(2) 
o Solitary Places with his. Bible, and his 


St imagined that God made known his 
opened to bim ( as his Phraſe is ) that 

SE FE: rf within Men, was to be his InſtruQor 
in Mi arte! of Religion. And through this Ima- 
= gain'd Comfort and Joy; and by 

ſee eme Prefumption and Confidence, 
Vibe n he afirime y. That Chrif: was in him, he did not 
ge Man Teſws of Nazareth was in him; but 
at the fame Divinity that is called the //ord and the 
x obn 3. 1---7---13. ) which was in Jeſus of Ns 
wy as alſo (chough not in the ſame meaſure) in 
*Georpe Fox.” But the Word and the Light is the ſame Dj. 
ty, as all Orthodox Chriſtians mean by the Second | 


anamor, & " £2 1 


Per v1 the Bleſſed Trinitz, ( 1 Jobn 5.7. ) His Fundamen- 
tal IDodrine then was this, T hat the Second Perſon inthe 
"Biel d Trinicy, dwells as truly in every Quzker, though * 
Znor as much as he did in Fe/xs of Nazareth. Burt although ' 
the Third Perſon in the Trinity, wiz, the Holy Ghef 
dwells in other Men, yet the Ford or Son ( 4. e. the Se- 
- cond Perſonin the Trinity ) never did dwell in any Man,” 
: bur i in the Man Ye/ws of Nazareth only, who was the: 
| * Chrif of Ged, as in him the Word was made Fleſh, ( Fuls 
2, 14.) Or the Son of God was Incarnate, and who is 
- over all, God bleſſed for ever, ( Rom. 9. 5.) 


| 


ee 


= 


+ Bur, for George Fox to affirm, that Chriſt was in bim, 
"3s an exceſs of Error and Profanenefs, ſuch as no ſober 
FChriſtian, who knows, that by this his Bleſſed Saviouris 
_ diff mguiſh:d from, and exalted above the higheſt Angel 
"can endure to hear wichout the utmoſt Abhorrence and 
-Abomination. 
This is the Fundamental Error and Prodigicns Deluſion that 
the Author of Quakeri/m entertain'd and ſet up in te 
| ond, and this his-Followers defend and maintain t0 
is da 
Whey he communicated his Notions to others, and #t 
wncement ( as he ſpeaks ) great Horror «nd Trew 
kppon them ; Inſomuch, that logs of the Com 


F 


(3) 

any affirm'd, that not only the Perſons , but alſo the 
Church ic ſelf ( in which they ſometimes were ) did ſhake , 
and they were afraid it ſhould fail upon their Heads, 


- The Extruwagancy of the Dilconrſes and Actions of this & 
TY Perfon, is manifelt in his Life Upon the conlid:ration þ 
vr y IS LMC, d-ratio1 

"i of which , together with the preternatural Etf &s his | 
y Addreſſes had upon bis Converts, I made theſe Que/tions, | 
> | (21.) Whether there were fuller evidence that Oliver $ | 
Porter in Bedlam was 2a Madman, than that George Fox was | 

it | ſo? And (2.)Whether (ſcrring aſide the Teſtimony of the | 

" Evangeliſts, who ſay that Demoniacks were, brought to 

.. our Saviour to be cured ) it bs more manifz{t from their | | 
4 Words and*Actions , that thoſe Perſons were poſiciled * | 
1 with the Devil, than chat George. Fox, and other Primanive 
F Quakers, were ſach poſlets'd Perſons ? 'l 


Now, every one knows that a Qual receives the ab. # | 

'f * di . he |: |... tos ; py I's 

urd Dodtrines, and imitates the melancl:;uly behaviour of | | 

hy George Fox, who was the real Author, and the Original 
þ Pattern of this Religious Madneſs. | 
1 08 

TH 


f | IT. The De&rines of Quakeri/m may be diſtinguiſhed | 
into what is Pe nicions, and what is Tr:/finp. j 

Firſt, The Pernicioue Dorines of Puckert 77 are fo, w:th 

* 


R relpet to Humn Society, or to Chritian Reolrgicn, 11 

ig 1. The Dodrines of Quakeri/m which aic Fernicioms to | 
Human Society, are theſe, | 

, (1.) The denying the lawfuluſ of an Oath, even i 

x Courts of Judicature : An Oath being the higheſt Aﬀſug 

 , rance one Man can give another of his Veracicy ; and thej 


Caſes in which an Oath is demanded, being ſuch, wheres 

| in the higheſt Aſſurance is reaſonable, becauſe the Eltare'y | 
and Lives of Men are in Queltion. | Bute this Doctrine og} || 
Luakeri/m deitroys this Security , und-r pietence that &f || 

of very Oath is a groſs Sin. | | 
(2.) The denving outward R:/++@ of P:i{ons ( ſug 1 
as putting; off the Har in the prei-nce of Superiors, WJ |f 
among us, weakens the Reverencz that che  greatcaghll 
part of Men ought to have towards thoſe in xr burirf 4f 
which Revercncs cannot ( according to the Opinion oifhÞ 
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| (4) 
- all Nations ) otherwiſe be preſerved in the Yulpar, than 
| by viſible Marks of Diſtin&ion and Diſtance. © But, ſuch 
* Formaltties requiſite to Government , the Quakers deny, 
under pretence that 'tis their neceſſary Duty ſo to do; 
"and that :hey have received a greater Honour from God 
than this which their Superiors require from them. - 
 (3.) The denying the Lawfulneſs of Fighting ( or the 
-uſc of the Carnal Weapon) for Private or Publick neceſſa- 
* Ty Defence, is a Dodrine which ( ſo far as it is received) 
weakens a Nation, and renders the Prote&ion of Right, 
F 

vate Violence, invade it. And did not the Quakers re 
ceive Protection through the Labours, and Sufferings, and 
Blood of others, they would foon be made ſenſible (when 
"00 late ) of the perniciczs Nature of this Error. 

Theſe Doctrines of the Quzkers are Pernicious to Humas 
Society; and therefore ought not to be received, oren- 


and their Country. 

2, Beſides theſe, there are other Errors p-rnicioxs to the 
Cbriſ#;an Religion 3 and they are ſuch as theſe: 

1.) The denying the uſe' of the Two Sacraments, 
Bayti/m and the Lords Supper , by which Chriſtians are 


to the Holy Laws of their Religion. The Sun of God 
Judg d it expedient to eſtabliſh: theſe Sen/fble Rites for Re- 
Jigious Purpoſes, to be uſed by Men who muſt live by 
Senſe; but the Quakers deny the Obligation, Ule, and 
Benefit of chem. 
( 2. ) Another Dodrine ferniciows to Chriſtion Religion, 
s, the denying and vilifying a Learned Mmſfry as unne- 
Mary and unlawful; whereas it is not poſlible rightly 
» underſtand the Dodrine of God delivered in the Lan- 
page of Men, without that Learning which is _— 
the underſtanding of chat Language ; and ſuch necet- 
ry Learning is very muc9 more than an unlearned Man 
Much as George Fox was ) can be aware of. Add to this 
wa and in Order to the Subverting of a Leaxned Miniſtry) 
iSthcic foibiddirg the payment of Tythes, as if fo doing 
| were 


#- 


— 


| impoſſible, againſt thoſe who ſhall by open War, or pri. ? 


a 


courapged by any who love their Rights, their Liberty, | 


diltinguiſhed from Infidels, and obliged tolive according | 


0 


lk. Ald ln. Dali _— emma ug 
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were denying of Chriſt, By -this means, they rob the 
Miniſters of that maintenance which the Laws of the Land; 
have provided for thoſe who ſpend their whole time in; 
the Study. and Teaching of Religion; calling ſuch Learnej | 
ed and Godly Miniſters of Chriſt, by the opprobrious Name 
of Hirelirgs ; though Chrift himſelf faid, Luke 7. 10. The 
Labourer 1s worthy of his Hire 53 and though the Laws of 
England give every Incumbent as good a Title to his 
Tythes, as any Landlord hath to his Rent, or to his E-| 
ſtate. | 
(3.) Again, the Qnakers deny the Su{iciency of the Holy| | 
Scrip/wres, and pretend that no Man can underſtand chem,! , 
unleſs he hath the ſame Spirit by which the Doctrine of} * 
the Scriptures was given forth. Nor will they ( chat I 
can find) allow any one ?o be im that Spirit which is ne-! | 
ceſſary to the underſtanding of the Scriptures, who is not! 


— 


a Quaker, This is to affirm, That God has fo ſpoken in 
the Scriptures, (which contain his Revelation) as no Man 
can (without a repeated Revelation ) underſtand what; 
he has ſpoken in them z; and that the Quakers only have! 
this Privilege. This Doctrine is manifeſtly pernicious to | 
the Chriſtizn R:i/igion, whereby Arbitrary Enthuſiaſm is fee 4 
up for the Interpreter of the written Word of God, and 
Rule of R-ligion. | 

And now I appeal to any Reaſonable Man, whether 
the Dodtrines aforeſaid be not Ferricions to Human So- 
ezety, and to Chr:tian Religion ? I appeal to George Fox's 
Jeurnel, whether theſe be not Do@rines of Cuakeriſm? | 

2dly, Beſides theſe Pernicions Dodtrines, there are others 
which are Triflmg 5 (uch as theſe, q | 

(1.) Their making it a kind of Religious Duty, to ſay] | 
Thou and Thee to a fingie Perſon, and pretending it un4] || 
lawful to ſay Tow to ſuch an one; which, at worlt werg] |} 
but an Impropriety of Speech. Bur if Com be the on! | 
ly Rule of Language, as certainly 'tis; then is Tou (in | 
Converſation) good and lawful Fre/jhb when uſed to & } | 
fingle Perſon, or to many ; though They be only the Sin- | 
gular Number, and Ye be only the Plural; whereas Tus 
is both Singular and -Plural; but to make Religion of | 
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-- (2.) Again, to adhere Religiouſly to the particular 
Engliſh words, Yea and Nay, is another weakneſs, when 
: $ and No are as good Engliſh, and more commonly 
* To theſe Do&rines which are Trifling, we may add, 
(1.) Their peculiar Com of Marriages and Burial: ; 
their unreaſonable Oppoſition to the Form and Manner 
pf Solemnization of Marriage, eſtabliſhed by Law, as 
a diſtinguiſhing Separation from other Chriſtians, who 
aniverſally (on ſuch occaſions) have the Solemn Prayers 
and Benedi&#ion of the Miniſters of Chriſt. Their refu- 
ſing to. Bury their Dead in any place but by themſelves ; 
as if they would extend the Marks of their Religious 
Deluſion beyond their Lives. 
(2.) Their refuſing to wear Lace and Lib; Colours, as 
ndoubted marks of Pride in the World's Children, ( i. e. 
dther Chriſtians) and at the ſame time to allow of Flo- 
ver'd Silks, and richer Velver, in Friends, (i. e. Quakers) 
though of mean Condition : is more truly the part of 
Shameleſs Impudence, than of Chriftian Gravity. And the 
Green Apron is almoſt as ſingular, as the Reaſon I am told 
has been given from it, w:z. that Adam and Eve wore 
Greea Aprons. By theſe Do#rines and Cuſtoms, the Qua- 
&ers are diſtinguiſhed; and of theſe Dodtrines George Fox 
was the Author. 


Laid was Divine, and that God opened theſe things to him, 
by the Word of the Lord that came unto him ; and that God 
ſent him to Teach theſe Dodrines, the 7undamental: of | 
hich are, That the Light of Chbrift is thac which every | 
an ought to be taught by, and that ſo far as Men are }! 
not inlightned by this, the Scripture is a dead Letter unto 
them. He that can believe ſuch a Man as George. For, 
(who never had any learned Education, nor had lived 
dong cnough for ſuch an Education, when he began to 
ertain and publiſh theſe Opinions ; who by the dif- 
g of Tempration, and near approaches to Deſper, 


Sd. 
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III., The pretended Original of theſe Dodrines George 


he true and free uſe of his Reafon ; and aczord- | 
| ingly 


_ 
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ingly diſcours'd more like a Religiags Madmen, than a Pro- 
phec or Apoſtle; who had no other Teacher of this Do- 
&rine, but his own diſturbed Imagination (as is evident, ! 
by the Folly and Confuſion of all his Diſcourſes); I ay 
he, who can believe ſuch a Man as this to be rawgbr of 
God, meerly becauſe he ſays it, one would think, had | 
as little uſe of Reaſon, as George had, when he became 
the frſ# Quaker, No ſenſible Man can reliſh ſuch Dif: 
courſes as thoſe of George Fox, (in which he uſes the Holy 
Scriptures as a Phraſe Book; and (in a Senſe never de- | | 
ſign'd by thoſe Words, delivers his own Do@rines) un- 
lefs he lays alide the uſe of Reaſon in Matters of Religion: 
without the uſe of which, *tis impoſlible there ſhould be | 
any ſuch thing as Religion among Men. But this may | 
be excuſed in a Quaker, whoſe Re/:gion indeed is but the | 
Spettre of Religion murdered by Ignorance and Enthuſiaſm. | | 
I confeſs I have ſo much regard to Senſe and Reaſon | 
and ſo honourable a perſuaſion of God and his Wiſdom; | 
that there is no Proof ſufficient to convince me, that |} 
God ſpake by ſuch a man as this. But, 


IV. There is Proof which he pretends to, and that ng 
leſs than (1.) Voices; and (2:) Viſions ; and (3.) Pro: + 
pheſy ; and (4.) Miracles; and (5.) Diſcerning of Spi- 
rits; and (6.) The knowledge of Nacure, and the whole {| 
Creation; and (7.) Being in the ſame State that Adam f 
was before the Fall z which are more than ever any 
Prophet or Apoſtle attained to. | 

To which add (for a colour) firſt; the Sufferings ol |} 
George Fox, which I confeſs were very great, (as he ſays' 
but chey manifeſt nothing, excepting che obſtinate Fob 
ly, and infolent Prowecation of him that ſuffered ; and | 
ometimes the Vices and Paſſions of thoſe by whom he |} 
ſuffered. (2.) The Judgments, which he ſays, befel the || 
Enemies of him and his Do&rine. Some of theſe Pres || 
tences prove nothing ; and others of them necd be pr6+ | 
ved chemlelves. | 

And now I deſire (if any doub: the truth of what 
have ſaid) that they would rexd Ceerge Fox big” Fourndi 
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8 thave done, and ſce if what I affirm of him, and his 
FDo@rine, be not found there. I think no man can Ex- 
poſe this Set ſo much as George Fox his Fournal expoſerh 
ut: And therefore, becauſe' I believe Quakeriſm to be a 
ngerous and wicked Impoſture, 1 deſire men would read 
he Hiſtory of its Author. And let notany who call 
themſelves Friends, count me their Enemy, for really I am 
not ſuch, but do heartily pity them as Religions Mad- 
wen ; and never did them any harm, and am reſolved I 
er will. 
I would expoſtulate with Them, out of compaſiion to  } 
their Souls, bur that they ſeem ſo deſperately conceited 
and prejudiced, thatit muſt be in vain. God grant them 
true Light of Retoious Knowledge, and Wiſdom, 
that they may ſee the error of their way, and be con- 

booed to the acknowledgment of the Truth as it is in | 
Jelus. | 

- And as for Thoſe who are not yet of this Perſuaſion, 
dur think favourably of it ; I exhort them, in the fear of * 

dd, (1.) Never to part with the Uſe of their Reaſon in 

the fudy of Religion , where there is the belt Exerciſe, | 
ad che greateſt Need of it. And (2.) never to think, 
hat what God has Reweal'd ( or made known) 4n , and 
wy the Scriptures of Truth , cannot be underſtood ( or 
tannot be known ) without a repeqged Revelation (+. e. 
nleſs ir be made known. again. ) *-We are ſure there 
..no ſuch Revelation now , and that all pretences 
D It ( ſuch as Georze Fox made ) are Improſtwe, The 
pod God deliver his Church from rhis, and from all o- Þ. 
ner Impoſtures, and make men throughly /ex/ible, that to | 
Mcribs their own wild and fooliſh Imagination: to the Spirit | 
W God, has in it the Nature of 5la/pbemy. | 


1 am 
Tour Friend and Surtant. 


———— 
_— 
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| TRUE NATURE 
to | | AND 
- | Pernicious Conſequences 


on, | Canting about RELIGION. | 


if. RUE Religion is Obedience to' the Law of 
_ God according to ſuch Meaſures, and up- 


on ſuch Principles as God has by Nature 
| . and Revelation made known unto Men. 
Or ' Andas the Dodrine of true Religion is perfeRly*a- 
/.t 1} greeableto the Reaſon of Things (to the Nature of God 
ere add Men) fo the Diſcourſes abour Religion, which are 
ces f molt Rational, are moſt Religious. Burt there is. a 
[he J fortof Diſcourſe about Religion, which has nothing of 
| 0- Þ. Reaſon, and very little of Sey/e it, by which the.In- 
; to I fiitntion of Religion is diſparaged, and the Det of 
pris F &is ſubverted, and this is that which we call Enthuſia- 


: ſtick Cant. 


L My intention is to diſcover the true Nature, 
Il. The Pernicious Conſequences of this Canting about 
Ny Religion, | 


I. The 


A 2 


_ *—_ —— - on 


= 
_ 
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. 

I. The true Nature of Canting about Religion may 
be_underſtood thus : All that is repreſented in the 
Holy Scriptures (the Record of true Religion) as Said 
or Done by God, or by any other, with his Approba- 
tion, is either for the promoting of Yertue and Holineſs, 
or for the reformation of Sin and Vice. That which is 
Said+hr Done for this purpoſe, is of great extent and 
compaſs, and not only the Things, but the Forms of 
Speech concerning them are next to innumerable. 

Now that Man who makes a rational and wiſe Diſ- 
courſe about Religion, accarding to the Scripeures, mult 
exphyin' the Nature of each Si, or; Day, and mu 
expain the Force of cach Conſideration and Argument 
which is made uſe of, to perſuade Men to Vertue and 
Holineſs, and to diſuade them from Vice and Wicked- 
neſs. . And the variety of Forms of Speech, uſed in the 
Bible, mill afford large Matter for Jiktration in theſe 
_—_ REL i 

But, e w tend to Enthuſiaſm, and make 
uſe of Cant in Relloion, do put fond: other Subjels, in 
the room of Vertue and Holineſs, of Vice and Yin; 
and then enlarge themſelves, in the Application, and 

dation of what, is in Scripture, to that ze 
: and that Swbjeft of Cant is a pretended ſome- 
thing of which the Diſcourſer has no _ at all, or | 
at leaſt, no Notion that is clear and diſtin, 

This Enthuſiaſm and Canting about Religion, is not 

Peepoar to our Are and Natien, but have been too! 
'* coirition in other Places and Times; fo that we may 
diſtinguiſh, 

"157, The Ancient : And, | 

2dly, The Modern Cant and Enthuſiaſm. 

1, The Ancient Cant, we bave a remarkable Er- 
ample of in the Account, which Irexexs gies of tht 
Valentimian Hereticks, and their thirty Zcones : whoal- 
fo informs us concerning the Art as well the Subjett of 
their Cenr, Lib. 1. cap. .1. He tells us, They —_ 


1 
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the Parables of our Saviour, the Diſcourſes of the Pro- 
phets, and the Sayings of the Apolitles to quite orbex 
Perpoſes, than they who firſt uſed, ever intended them; 
and this thoſe Herericks did, by changing and tragſpo= 
ſing the Paſſages of Scripture, till the words bore the 
ſenſe they impoſed upon them. 

This Jrenexs compares t9 the practice of One, who 
ſhould diſſolve the comely Pitture of a Kino, made in 
Bugie-work, and out of the ſame Striays of Bugles, 
ſhould frame the Piture ot an l-tavour'd-Dog or fox ; 
and, after ſuch a Change, ſhould pretend his new 
is the origine! Pifture of the King which the Artiſt made; 
and ſhould impoſe that Belict upon the Ignorant and 
Fooliſh. After the ſame manner did the YVaentiniens 
deliver their Fables, and Errors, 'ia the Words, and 
Phraſes, and Parables of Scripture. 

This Artifice (as he again fays, p.-36.) is like theirs, 
who ſhould take axy Subjett that occurs, and deſcribe 
it,\in Verſes borrowed out of Homer; and ſhould pre- 
tead that this is part of a Poem of his:: as he gives 
Example in one, who repreſented Herewles as ſent by 
Euripthens unt9 Cerverus, 1n ſuch Verſes as he there ſets 
down, out of the 1{iads and Odyſſes. 

We have a tuiler laltance of this in Alexander Roſs 
his Virgilins Evangelizans: or, The Hiſtory of our Lord 
Feſus Chris, deſcribed in the iWords and Verſes of Virgil. 
By the ſame kizd of Application, that Roſs made Vir- 
gil. an Evangiliit;, G. Fox, and others, have made Saint 
Paw and the reit of the Writers of the N. T. Quakers, 


And, by the ſame Art, xy one Author may be made : 


todeliver the Doctrine of another : Ariſiotle's Philoſophy 
may be taught inthe Words of Ave; ; and the Reli- 
gion of the Jews may be. repreſeaied in the wards of 
Ariſtatle. 

* But this is ſo groſs and notorious an Abuſe of Scri- 
pture, as no ſerious Chrittian can judg excuſable, or 
tolerable. Such was the acc: Enthuſia/m, and Cant 


of the Valentin;ans, and other Tereticks. Thicre t5allo, . © 
2dly,  * 


VE* ; o 


(65) 
adly, The Afodern Enthuſiaſm and Cant, which is ei- 
I . Popiſh : Or, 


2. Proteſtant. 

7. The Popiſh Cant is fonnd among their Myſtical 
Divines;, for which they have pretended Revelation, 
and upon which they have founded ſeveral of their 
Orders, v. Biſhop Stillingfleets Fanatice/m of the Roman 
Cherch, chap. 4. 

Some of theſe Enthnfiaſms, and Cantings, have been 
thought conſiſtent with, and dangerous to the Intereſt 
and Superſtition of the Church of Rome 3; and the Au- 
thors of them have been condemaed, if not alfo per- 
ſecuted 3 as Moline and the A-Biſhop of Cambray, of 
late. . Others have been - judged conſiſtent with, and 
uſeful to the Deſigns and Pretences of the Church of 
Rome, and they have been allowed and encouraged as 
Sales, and Thomas a Kempis, and Others. 

If theſe Enthuſiaſts ſet np their Enthuſraſm, and Cant, 
in the ſtead of eſtabliſhed Religion, or in Prejudice to 
«, they muſt by ſuppreſſed; bur if they ſet it up in con- 
jundtion-with Popery, and ſubſervient to it, they may 
be permitted. | 

What is Enthuſiaſm in Notion is Cent in Diſcourſe ; 
and- ſome are Univerſal; and others, only Partial in 
theſe. | Thoſe who are Univer/al in their Enthuſiaſm 
and Cant (as Aolino, and Cambray ſeem enclined to be) 
muſt be judged dangerous, if uot fatal to Superſtition, 
as being entirely in the contrary Extream. Bur, thoſe 
who have only a Mixtzre of Enthuſizſm and Cant, (as 
Sales and Thomas a Kempis) may be thought friendly to 
Superſtition, as having wwred the Extreams. 

2. The Proteſtant Euriuſiaſm and Cane among Us, 1s 
either thar, 

(1.) Of the Schiſmaricks, who ſeparate from the 
Church of England: Or, 

' (a) Of ſome parricular Per/o5, who continue in the 
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(1.) The Enthuſiaſm and Cant of, Schiſmaticks is di- 
yers; and may be thus diſtinguiſhed : 

1. There are ſome, who make the Subjef# of their 
Cant, ſo extreamly looſe and general, as not to fix, or 
explain their Terms; and of this fort, are the Diſcour- 
ſes of Chriſtopher Cob of Ely, of which I ſhall give you 
this Specimen : (p. 350. On Mart. 26. 42.) © He ſubmits 
« to be betrayed into the hands of Sinners. 15, They 
« are a Multitude into whoſe hands He is betrayed : - 
« this Flatterer and ſmooth-mouth'd Betrayer ; this 
« Judas that comes with a Kiſs, and ſalutes, Hail Ma- 
« fer, a great Multitude 1s at his Heels, He brings a 
« whole Troop after him. O that you could Read the 
« Thing in your ſelves, in the Work. upon your own 
« Souls; for there is all this to be fulſilled, if you go 
« in the ſame way with Chriſt, and tread in His Steps 
« .. And now this you ſhall find true, that where- 
« ever this Judas, that betrays the Soul, gets in, when, 
« by his Counſel, or Wiſdom, or Flatterings, and fair 
<« Promiſes, that curſed Betrayer gets in his Foot, and 
« deceives the Soul with a Kiſs, then he lets in a 
« multitude of Enemies agaiuſt us ; then comes in the 
&« ſmarmings of Wickednels, They compaſſed me abour 
« l;ke Bees (ſays David; then comes 1n all the flonds 
&« of Ungodlineſs, and makes the Soul afraid ; then all 
« the Foundations of the great Deep are broken up, 
« and come with violence, ready to ſweep away all 
&« before them : then the Sea brings forth abundantly 
« all manner of creeping things, then a Night pre- 
« ſently overtakes the Soul, and all the Beaſts of the 
« Forelt creep forth, ſtrange Moniters and things we 
« never ſaw before, Mire and Dirt and ſtrange Wick- 
* edneſs appear. This Cob, and thoſe Men which 
adhered to him, ſeem to aim at nothing, but ſuch a 
kind of Seriouſneſs and Striftneſs, as they were diſtin- 
guiſhed by, witheut adding any peculiar Opinion of 
their own, andalmoſt, without minding any particular 
Opinion concerning any Doctrine of Chriſtiarury. 

2. Others 


($) 
'2. Others ſeem to make the Swbje- of their Cant 
certain, and determinate, by their Words; tho” thoſe 
Words are not wnderftood, and cannot be explain'd b 
them; nor do they attempt (ar leaſt in their publick 
Preachments) to explain'them, but they keep the par: 
vicular Subjeft (ſuch as 'tis) in their Thoughts, and en- 
R_— expect Direction, in their Diſcourſes abour 
gion, immediately from GO D. Thus tis, Frr#, 
with ghe Ouakers, who make the Subjef# of their Cant 
t be the Livbe within them ;, Chriit in them, Chrift come 
« the Spiric, &c, but they neither do, nor can explain 
what they Mean, by' ChrizF, and the Light in them, in 
Icolar; but mean only, in general, immediate Reve- 
lation from God. And theſe qe apply, and ac- 
commodate all the Good that 1s ſaid in Scripture to this 
Light within them, and all the If that is fatd, to the 
contrary Darkneſs. | 
To this alſo they add, Some Permicions, and other 
Fooliſh DoQrines, by which they are diſtinguiſhed fron) 


other Men, v. G. Fox's Journal, and W. Perr's Journal, | 


An Example of their Cane tollows: © © ye high Ones 
« which ſpread yourſelves, appear fair, tall and ſtron 
< you know not God, nor yourſelves to be Oaks: 

« ye tall Cedars, ye know not yourſelves to be fo: the 
©« Lord is ſent, to look for Fruit in his Vineyard, a+ 
© mong you: it is fall of wild Olives, and your wild 
< Grapes, that many are drunk with the Juice of the 
« wild Grapes; and ſo the Vineyard is fall of Briars 


« and Thorns, that the Lambs and Sheep cannot | 


& paſs; but they are entangled among the Briars and 
&« Thorns; and the Land is asa Wildernefs, that part 


<« full of Serpents, and the Earth is overgrown with | 


& Weeds and Nettles, that there is no feeding for the 
& [ ambs, till the Earth be dreſſed and overtorned —-. 
The Vials of the Wrath of God by him who is called, G. Fox, 
(1655) p. 3- 

« The Word of the Lord to all the fraitlefs Trees, 
© ye dry Trees, ye Oaks, ye tall Cedars, ye fat _ 


, 
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« of Baſan, ye Thorns, ye Briars, ye wild Aſſes, 
« which ſnuff up your Noſes in the top of the Moun- 
&« tains, and the Forreſts ; 'yc High-way-ground, ye 
« -Stony-ground, ye Goats, ye Wolves, ye Dogs, ye 
« Swine, ye Scrpents, ye Vulterons Ones, ye Beaſts, 
« ye Lyons, ye {trong Horſes, neighing up and down, 
&« walking after your Luſts : This is not Railing, this 
« js. the Scripture Language, own your Names, every 
« one, in their place; with the Light ye are all ſeen, 
« and your Names come to be known, ſo every one 
« bears your Name, according to theſe Natures; ye 
« are them that cumber the Ground, ye are them that 
« are not of the Light, ye are them that are to be 
« condemned with the Light, ye that are Unjuſt, ye 
* cumber the Ground, p. 9. Yiols, &c. 

When the Oarh of Abjuration was impoſed, there 
was a Declaration put out apainſt Popery, and all Popiſh 
Points 5, by 10 Quakers, G. Fox, Francis Howgill, Edw. 
Burrows, &c. In which are theſe Words, « And if 
« you do Love the Light, which comes from Chriſt, 
« it will lead you to the Church, which is in God, 
« 1 Thef. 1. 1. and bring you to teſtifie againſt the 


1 World, that the Works thereof are Evil, and will 


© let you ſee, that the whole World lies in Wicked- 
* neſs; and will let you ſee that the Scriptures, which 


1 © were declared from the Light, and Life, they that 


*was in it, was in Unity, and all the Sets that are 


,- amongſt them, that have the good Words, and 


* lives 1n their Meanings and Thinkings; and Strife, 


I © Contention, Perſecution, and-be ſuch that hate the 


* Light, whoſe Deeds be Evil ; which Chrilt teſtifi- 
* edagainſt, which be Strangers from the Life of God 


J © and Chriſt Jeſus, the Covenant of Promiſe; and fo 


* all ſuch as are with the Light Comprehended, Seen, 
* Fathomed, Judged and Condemned. 

At the end of which Declaration there are ſeveral 
Queſtions, to all the Prieſts in England, &c. The 311t 
Queſtion 15, * Whether all that a Man ſees vilibly, 

B * with 
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« with a natural Eye, is not Natural, in the natura 
* Knowledge; and whether in this State, the Religj- 
< on which 1s not pure, doth ſtand the Wiſdom and 
« Knowledge, which differs not from the Beaſts of the 
« Field? Tea or Nay ? 

(2.) There have thoſe who have made another 
Subjett of Cant, which They call, The Firſt and ſecond 
Life : Meaning by the former, That Something, which 
is Bad; and robe turned from: And by the latter, That 
Something which is Good, and to be turned to : And 


have made a like Uſe, anda like Interpretation of | 
Scripture, as the (roo do, and have expounded the * 
utres ſo, as to run them into un- ; 


Precepts of Moral 
intelligible Obſcurity, by the Subje# of their Can; 


particularly I remember, That the Duty of the Wife | 
towards the Husbund is repreſented as the Submiſſion | 


of the Firſt Life unto the Second. 

Theſe, and fuch like Sorts of Proteſtant Cant, there 
arc — thoſe, who Seperate from the Church of Ene- 
land. 

2. Of thoſe that abide in the Communion of the 
Church, there are here and there ſome Perſons who 
afiet Enthuſiaſm and Canting (at leaſt in cercain Par- 
ticulars) tho there be no Proviſion made of ſuch Stef, 
nor the leaſt Countenance given to it, by the Church 
it ſelf, or the Learned and Godly Miniſters thereof: 
Burt theſe Perſons are forced to Accommodate them- 
ſelves from the Romanifts, or from the Diſſenters, ac- 
cording as they encline. Suchris the Narwre of Cant 
«bout Religion, in Scripture Phraſe, and the Doarin 1s 
© far from bcing the Wiſdom of God, that 'tis the Fly 
of Men. The Embaſiaſt diveſts the Expreſlions 

ure, of their original Senſe; and put none 
them that is cither Rational or Intelligible. He gives 
ſevera! Tiwrns tO a Notion ſuppoſed ;, but nor exp 
or vnderſtood; and mixes his own Paſſions, with thoſe 
Turns of Speech ; but there is no wiſe {1ſtrattion which 


the Diſcourſe affords; the effect of it being only Sacred 
Amuſe 
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Amuſement and Horror. This effe& meer Darkneſs and 
Noiſe will produce, when nothing elſe is.ſcen or known. 
This Canting therefore, is Diſcourſe without the be- 
nefit of Diſcourſe; which ſhould convey Knowledge 
from one Man to another. 

Any Man (as it pleaſes him) may ſet up a New Sub- 
jeft of Cant, and may proceed in it, as theſe Enthuſi- 
afts have done ; either with groſs Ignorance, as G. Fox, 
or with artificial Deſign, as W. Penn has done, which 
is manifeſt by their Journals. For inſtance, he may 
take for the Subjett of his Cant; either Enmity and Re- 
conciliation, Or the Old and the New Creature, or De- 
filement and Purification , or Death and Reſurrettion, or 
Sleeping and Waking, or Fleſh and Spirit, Let us take 
Death and Reſurrection, and make that the Subjett of 
the Cent following. © I am ſent by the Spirit of Life 
© to ſpeak unto the Dead; with ſuch Dead, I muſt 
© Live; to ſuch Dead, I mult Preach Life ; for the 
© Dead muſt Live, and from me, Life muſt go forth, 
*to Quicken thoſe that have no Life, but are Dead. 
© Hear the Voice of Life, O ye Dead, O ye dry Bones, 
*O ye Graves! Breath ye Winds, Blow, blow Life 
© into the dead Bones, that they may live, and hear 
* the Voice of Life. How few are there in theſe dead 
© Times that are alive? How is the whole Earth, eve- 
*ry Nation, every Town, every. Houſe a Sepulchre, 
*a Charnel-houſe, a Grave full of Bones, Rottenneſfs, 
* of Filthineſs, of Stench ! Wo, wo unto the World, 
* becauſe of Death. Stir up your ſelves, ye that arc 
© Alive (unleſs ye be Dead) cry aloud, ſpeak our, (in 
* the name of Life) Command the Dead to Live ; Pi- 
*ty the Duſt of Death, break open the Doors of the 
* Grave, ſay, Come forth, come forth ye Dead. Time 
* was, when thou wert Dead, when thon wert Duſt 
A when thou were Aſhes, when thou wert Buried, laid 
* in DarkneſG; thy Head laid full low, trod upon, 
* forgotten ; but ſome one that had Life, was ſent 
* by the Spirit of Life, ro bid Thee Live, and m_ 
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© left calling upon thee, Crying, Weeping, Groan- 
© ing over thee, till thy Life returned, thy Eyes were 
© opened, thy Fetters were broken ; thou didſt ſtand 
© upon thy Feet, .and walk, and leap and cry out, 
© and join thy ſelf unto the Living: Be thou a Quick- 
© nervto Others, mourn over thoſe that are in the ſame 
© Condition, that thou waſt in : Frequeat the Spiritu- 
© al Church-yards; lift up thy Lamentation over the 
© Graves ; let the Dead hear thy Voice, and Live. 

I think this Cart is Childiſh and Silly enough, but if any 
one thinks otherwiſe, 'tis not hard to make what may 
be more agreable. Hitherto-we have ſeen the true Ne 
ture of Canting about Religion. | am, 


IT. To ſhew the. pernicious Conſeqences of ſuch Talk- 
ing about Religion, where the Nor.,on is Enthuſiaſm, and 
the D:/courſe is Cant: And, the pernicious Conſequences, 
are, | 

it, That it Subverrs the Credit of Religion among 
thoſe who do not reliſh that Cant : Aud, 

2dly, It hinders the Efficacy of Religion, among thoſe 
who do reliſh ir. 

15, This Enthuſiaſtift Canting about Religion ſubverts 
the Credir of itamong thoſe who do ror reliſh fuch Cant 
ins. For, 

r, It expoſes Religion to the Scorn of thoſe who are 
Arheiſtical gnd Proſane : And, 


2. It diſparages Religion, in the Opinion of thoſe, 


who are Rational and Judicions. 

1. This Enthuſiaſtick Canting about Religion, expoſe 
it to the Scorn of, thoſe, who are Atheiſtical and Pre 
phane. Every one that has the uſe of Reaſon, and to 
lerable Sagacity, ſees plainly, that this Canting 15 child 
iſh and ſiiiy, and to repreſent Religion, in that manner, 
(and 1:1 that manner only, or chiefly, as most Relioious) 
in effect to Burleſq it. There 15 nothing, ſo ridiculos 
as Folly and Cant repreſents Religion under the - 
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faoliſh Appearance. $o that, when the Irreligious find 
Religion tendred to 'them, under that contemptible 
Charatter, they think there 1s juſt matter of Scorn, in 
that Repreſentation z and will fx that Reproach upon 
Religion itſelf, which is due only this. Miſrepreſentation 
of it. The Caating Diſcourſer juſtifies the Laughing 
at his Diſcourſcs; and no Wile Man can-coadema the 
Ridiculing that which is Ridiculous. This gives advan- 
tage to the Artheiſtical and Profans, who will Deride 
the Wiſdom of Religion when 'ris diſguiſed under the 
Folly of Enthuſi.zs/m and Cant. $0 that the Religion of 
Chriſt is Blaſphemed by, the Infidel and Irreligions, thro? 
the Extravagancies of thoſe that affe& a Sacred Cant in 
their Diſcourſes about Religion. 
| 2. Enthufiaſtick Canting about Religion diſparages it, 
in the account of thoſe, that are Rational and Fudicious. 
The Enthuſta#t makes a dark and blind Repreſentation 
of Religion, ſo that, no Man can, by his Diſcourles, 
tell what ir is : and thoſe, who have not wiſer Repre- 
ſentations of Religion from others; mult aced be rempr- 
ed, to think that Religoa is morhing, or at lealt nothing 
but Cant and Enthufi. fm \, which arc as much nothing as 
can be. They attempt, to exprels in Words, a thing 
of which they have e Notion; and therefore, thoſe 
Words can have no other Appearaace, then that of 
Non-ſence : But no ſenlible Man can have any eſteem of 
ſuch a Diſcourſe, (4s is without Senſe ) becauſe it 18 called 
Relig:ons;, and therefore, as Curing about Relivion does ex- 
poſe it to the Scor4 of thoſe who are Athziſtical and Pro- 
fane, ſo it ſinks the Reprration of it among thoſe that 
are Rational and Frdicior;s, Thus it is with thoſe that 
do not reliſh Cant and Enthuſiaſm. 

2dly, This Cantirg avout Relioion docs hinder the E fſica- 
cy of it, among, thoſe who do reljh inch Cant : For, as 
the truc Improvement of Men from Religioa Wiſdom 
and Holineſs; fo this Canting about Re! 1101 18 a hindrance 
LO both. 
1. Cant- 
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I. ng about Religion is a bindrante to Men in Re- 

$ Wiſdem and Knowledge. This is plain from the 
«ure of Cant, before explain'd; and therefore, what 
Pretences ſoever ſuch Enthuſiaſts make to Light, *tis 
Plain, to every one, that they are in Darkneſs : And, 
That they pur Darkneſs for Light, and Light for Darkneſs. 
Yer, Firf?, ſuch Diſcourſes as they make are very eaſi- 
by underſtood. And, Secondly, any Man of Underſtand. 
12g, can very eefly make ſuch Diſcourſes, as theirs. 

(1.) Tho' there be no Wiſdom or Knowledg con- 
tain'd in ſuch Embuſiaſtick Canting, yet are thoſe Dil. 
courſes very e fly wnderſtood ;, tor this plain Reaſon, be- 
cauſe there is othing in them, to be Learned. There 
is nothing in ſuch Diſcourſes but AfeRtion and Phraſes : 
Thoſe Phraſes ſoon become Familiar, and that Afﬀettion 
is manifeſt of icſelf. 

Thoſe who teach W:iſdem muſt needs offer many 
chings which are not, at firſt, underſtood by the Learn- 
' ef: the Learner muſt give cloſe Atrention, and take 
great Pains to underſtand the Teacher, and cannot 
perhaps, at the firſt, naderſtand him, notwithſtanding 
all his Pains. Burt where there is no [nſtruition (and the 
Centing Diſcourſes contain none) there, a very ſughr 
Attention 15 ſufficient ; and there 15 no Difficulty made 
to the Hearer, which, (together with the Pathos, ex- 
preſſed in Scripeure-phraſe ) recommends' theſe Diſcour- 
\ ſes, to tpo many. 

(2) As every Mancan eaſily xnderſtand all that is to 
be underſtood in ſuch Cantmg Diſcourſes; fo any Man 
of Parts and Confidence can eaſily learn to make thoſe 
" Diſcourſes. For, there is no more neceſlary, than to 
make Scripture Phraſes familiar, (by very much reading 
the Bible, and very brele nnderſtanding it) and then, to 
expreſs, as violent Aﬀettions as may be, in Elocntion and 
Pronunciation, and the Buſineſs 1s done. Thoſe Ignorant 
People, who have not yer attempted this, do greatly 
Admire it, in ihe ualearned Speaker, and think that 
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He muſt needs be Taught of God, becauſe he was never: 
Taught atall. And, whea they, can ſpeak themſelves, 
they have the fame Opinion of their own Performances, 
wn þ Abilities, as they had of hs.. 

Thus does empty Diſcourſe, paſs for the Inſtruction 
of Religious Wiſdom : tho? no Man can be the more know- 
ing, for his learning Religion: Thus, 


2. This Canting aboxt Religion does hinder the E ffca- 
cy of it on Men, as to Righteoſneſs and Holineſs, For 
this Gift (if it be one) of Canting, and even the Reliſh of 
Canting, makes Men exceedingly Proud: and Pride is 
the Fundamental and Radical Sin; in which, all thoſe 
Sins, which arc Spiritual and D:abolical are comprehend- 
ed. Pride is 4 magnifying of Ourſelves and a villifying 
of Others; and all forts of Malice are ſubſervienc to 
Pride. The Diſcourſes of the Enthuſiaft, are Cant and 
Folly, and the Defence of thoſe Diſcourſes is Reviling, 
Railing, and Curſinsg. There are none that do more 
Deſp 7 thoſe who difler from them : or, more Mali 
thoſe who oppoſe them; then the Exthsſiaſts do, which 
is a certain lign that Chriſtianity has no power over 
them. Yide W. P. Guide miſtaken, p. 40.and p. 18. 

'Tis poſſible, that thoſe who are guilry of the Spiri= 
tual and Diabolical Sins, of Pride _ Malice, may nor 
be equally guilty of the beaſtly Sins of Drunkenneſs and 
Uncleanneſs : But no judicious Chriſtian thinks the for- 
mer leſs abominable, though they are nor generally /o 
ll thought on as the latter are. 


Theſe are the Pernicious Conſequences of Canting about 
Religion, That it Subverts the Credid of it, among thoſe 
who do not reliſh Cant, and it Hinders the Efficacy of 
Religion, among thoſe who 4 zel:ſh ;r. 


Io 
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To Conclude : Let a wiſe Love of Religion | 
Teach Men a juſt Abhorrenee of Enthuſiaſtical © 
Canting about it : And, Whereſoever we find Dif” 1 
courſes that have nothing in them, but vehement, ? 
_ and empty Phraſes (though taken out; 
of the Scripture) know, that This is the Canting ; 
about Religion, to be abhorred, for its vicious 
Nature, and intollerable Conſequences: _ 


